[Ventral stabilization of an atlantoaxial subluxation with screws and polymethylmetacrylat in a miniature Yorkshire Terrier].
A 6-month-old female Miniature Yorkshire Terrier with a bodyweight of 1.1 kg was presented due to non-ambulatory tetraparesis. Latero-lateral radiographs showed an increased space between the spinal process of the axis and the dorsal arch of the atlas, with craniodorsal displacement and rotation of the body of the axis in relation to the atlas. Computed tomography also revealed a craniodorsal displacement of the axis in relation to the atlas with an unfusioned dens. Initially, a dorsal surgical approach was chosen and an intermuscular suture pattern was used attempting to achieve reduction of the subluxation. Radiographically and clinically the result however was not acceptable. In a second surgery, a ventral stabilization technique (using 4 1.5 mm screws in atlas and axis with polymethylmetacrylate) was performed. The achieved repositioning was considered acceptable. The dog was provided with a cervical bandage for 6 weeks. Clinically, the patient improved progressively and remains free of clinical signs up to the time of manuscript preparation, 37 months post-operatively.